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IMPORTANT   
The voice mail in the New 

Leaf-New Life office is 

currently unavailable due to 

technical changes by the 

county.  Messages are 

currently able to be left, but 

office staff are unable to 

retrieve them.  If you have 

recently left a voice mail, 

please be aware that we have 

not received it.  Please feel 

free to contact us by email if 

you are unable to reach us by 

phone.  
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òNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 

the world; indeed itõs the only thing that ever hasó 
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Jill Bolte Taylor couldnôt miss getting her picture taken with Hal Taylor, her favorite Santa!  
 

A New Leaf-New Life Christmas 

On December 10, 2008, a Christmas Party was held for children who will be spending 

Christmas without their mothers due to incarceration.  The Daughterôs of the King held the 

party at Trinity church and provided dinner, games, crafts, and gifts for the children.  Santa 

Clause (played by Hal Taylor) couldnôt resist coming, especially after he heard all of the 

children singing Christmas carols!   

The caretakers of the children appreciates this gesture of kindness.  One grandmother who 

cares for her grandchild said, ñIt makes my granddaughter feel like her mother did something 

for her for Christmas, since it was because of her mother that she was able to attend.ò  Even 

the caretakers of the children were remembered at the party and received a gift bag as they left 

New Leaf-New Life appreciated the generosity of The Daughters of the King and Trinity 

Church as we try to fulfill our commitment to helping the families of those incarcerated from 

Monroe County.     



 .Toys for Tots  

New Leaf has many volunteers that care 

about the needs of others so it is 

important to inform you all about a local 

need.  Captain Sutter, who operates the 

local Toys for Tots program reported in 

the Herald times that  the need for toys 

was great this year.  The drop off sites for 

toys are at AmVets; The Herald-Times, 

1900 S. Walnut St.; Black Lumber, 1710 

S. Henderson St.; and Indiana Voice & 

Data, 840 W. 17th St. Checks can be sent 

to 3219 Allendale Drive, Bloomington, IN 

47401, made out to ñMonroe County Toys 

for Tots 

 
     Women Sending Their Love Home  

 
The female inmates at the Monroe County Jail were pleased to be able to make Christmas gifts to send home to 
their families on December 3, 2008.  The Daughterôs of the King, from Trinity Church, came to the womenôs cell 
block and provided all of the materials for the women to decorate pillowcases which will be sent to their families 
for Christmas.  The joy that this token of love will bring to the womenôs children is immeasurable.  Children are 
innocent victims when a parent is incarcerated and it is important to help try to alleviate the pain felt by the 
children.  For a child to have a pillow case made by their mother, helps the child feel loved and connected to 
their mother while they are apart.  For a mother to be able to make and provide a gift to her child, gives her a 
chance to feel as if she is providing her child with comfort.   
 
This was a fun activity for everyone involved.  The group of women from the Daughterôs of the King, sang 
Christmas songs with the women inmates and were good role models for them to spend time with.  The holidays 
are a stressful time for inmates and many of the women inmates voiced their appreciation for this activity.  One 
woman inmate said, ñSomeone who is not in jail just doesnôt realize how much something like this means to us, it 
shows us that people care.ò 

 
Women Writing for (a) Change:  

Women in Transition 

Women Writing for (a) Change is 

beginning a special writing circle for 

women struggling with jail transition, 

sobriety and addiction related issues. 

Nancy Long, Amy Cornell, and 

Rebekah Spivey, who facilitate the 

writing group for the women in the 

Monroe County Correctional Center, 

will be facilitating this group. 

New Leaf-New Life appreciates the 

dedication of these facilitators, and 

recognizes the benefits of continuing 

this program outside the correctional 

center.  Writing is a tool for social 

change!  
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      Volunteer Support Group  

The next Volunteer Support Group 

meeting will be on Monday, December 

29, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.  We will meet at 

the Copper Cup, 415 N. College Ave.  

The discussion will be about what our 

plans and goals are for the new year as 

we work to prevent recidivism in Monroe 

County.  We look forward to seeing you!  

Leon and Lacie Turpin couldnôt resist posing with Santa! 

Hal Taylor enjoyed playing Santa so much that he has already planned to do it again next year! 

Holiday Calls  

Thousand Kites wants you to lend your voice 
to a powerful grassroots radio broadcast that 
reaches into our nation's prison and lets 
those inside know they are not forgotten. 
We are asking you to call our toll-free line 
877-518-0606 and speak directly to those 
behind bars this holiday season. (An 
answering machine will record your message) 
Read a poem, sing a song, or just speak 
directly from you heart. We will post each call 
on our website as it comes in! Check our 
website www.thousandkites.org to listen to 

http://ent.groundspring.org/EmailNow/pub.php?module=URLTracker&cmd=track&j=249238568&u=2647401


 

Thanks For A Great Year  

Our Volunteers Are The Best!  

 

 

Are You a 55+ Volunteer? 

If you are 55 years or older and are a volunteer for New Leaf-New Life, do not miss the opportunity to be a 

member of RSVP.  This program ñprovides ongoing support, recognition, free supplemental insurance, and 

access to a growing community of like hearted citizens.ò  For more information contact Christine McKenna at 

812-935-2514 or cmckenna@area10agency.org.   

 

 

 

Winter Weather  

New Leaf-New Life wants to make 

sure that our volunteers are safe.  If 

winter weather makes driving 

conditions questionable, we definitely 

will understand if you need to cancel 

or reschedule your volunteer time.  

We know that our volunteers are very 

dedicated, but we want you to know 

that we care so much about your 

safety that we do not want our 

volunteers to take any unnecessary 

risks on slick roads or sidewalks.  
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Filling those bagsé 

New Leaf-New Life volunteers have been hard at  

work collecting items for the ñGet Out and Stay Outò 

bagsò.  A special thanks to Raymond Rust who has 

diligently been pursuing donations and is looking into 

grants for this project.  Many items have already 

been collected and we have begun giving items to 

released inmates.  New Leaf-New Life ñGet Out and 

Stay Outò canvas bags are currently being ordered.  

This project, along with the collection of clothes, 

blankets and other items, can be a very important 

contribution in helping previously incarcerated 

inmates who often leave the jail and only have the 

clothes on their backs, which sometimes are 

inappropriate for the season.  New  Leaf consistently 

seeks for more opportunities to help individuals 

transition back into society successfully       

Opportunity  

Spotlight 
 

 
 

 

 

 

If you like children and are 

interested in volunteering, 

providing  childcare for the 

womenôs writing group, which 

will serve released women 

inmates, may be the position 

for you! Please contact Debra 

for more information at: 

VolunteerNewLeaf@aol.com. 

The Daughterôs of the King all enjoyed their visit with the women incarcerated 

in the Monroe County Correctional Center.  Donôt miss the story on page 2!   


