
Volunteer News 

AIR GRADUATION 

F-Block 

The “Air Community” celebrated another 

graduation to acknowledge their hard 

work on September 6, 2008.  The men, 

under the guidance of Program Director 

Tania Karnofsky, completed classes  that 

addressed their addictions and helped 

develop life-skills.  This would not be 

possible without all of our great volunteers 

which include Frank Miller, Jim Miller, 

Susan Sanberg, Bob and Sandy Taylor, 

Velma Davis, Marc Haggarty, Bruce 

Bundy, Bruce Pearson and countless 

others. 

Jim Miller, who leads a 12-Step group in 

the block, was chosen by the men to speak 

at the ceremony.  The men received 

certificates and made presentations to the 

group.  They thanked each of the 

volunteers with hand-crafted cards and to 

everyone's amusement announced to the 

group that if they could buy Martha 

Voyles another bracelet, they would. 

These graduation ceremonies are a 

touching tribute to what can be 

accomplished when the community 

reaches out to help our inmates in the 

Monroe County Community Correctional 

Center.  If you are a volunteer, and have 

never had the opportunity to attend an AIR 

Graduation, please watch  future issues of 

this newsletter  for future graduation 

ceremonies.         
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IMPORTANT  
The voice mail in the New 

Leaf-New Life office is 

currently unavailable due to 

technical changes by the 

county.  Messages are 

currently able to be left, but 

office staff are unable to 

retrieve them.  If you have 

recently left a voice mail, 

please be aware that we have 

not received it.  Please feel 

free to contact us by email if 

you are unable to reach us by 

phone.  

New Leaf - New Life 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 

the world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has” 

David White 

 

Family Outreach Program 

Where is the best entertainment on Sunday 

afternoons that includes free donuts?  At 

the jail, of course!  David White’s goal 

during Sunday visitation is to make the 

long wait more enjoyable for children.  

While visitors to the jail learn about the 

many ways that New Leaf-New Life can 

help inmates and families, David and his 

puppet are welcome entertainment for the 

children.   

 

New Leaf-New Life is currently looking at 

options for expanding our Family Outreach 

Program, which includes seeking a near-by 

indoor location, so the program can be 

continued during the winter.  If you are 

interested in helping in this project, or 

learning more about opportunities to 

volunteer, contact Debra at 

VolunteerNewLeaf@aol.com or visit the 

jail on Sundays around 12:30 p.m.     
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KEEP UP TO DATE AND MARK YOUR CALANDER 

JThj t 

  You can now purchase New Leaf-New 

Life pendants and show your support.  

These are available for a suggested 

donation to New Leaf-New Life of  

$10.00.  They come in assorted colors and 

they are starting to pop up all over town.  

Don’t miss your chance to show your 

support! 

For more information, contact Tania. 

     October 17, 2008 

Join CEJ and New-Leaf as they sponsor a 

candidate forum on Therapeutic Justice.  

Candidates for Judge, County Council 

and County commissioners will be 

present.  This forum will be located at 

Trinity Episcopal Church in the Great 

Hall, located on the corner of Grant and 

Kirkwood from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  

October 20, 2008 

New Leaf-New Life Volunteer Support 

Group Meeting topic meeting will be 

“What is a volunteers role in court 

hearings?”  If you are interested in this 

topic let’s meet at the Copper Cup (next 

to the jail) from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
October 17, 2008 

Candidates' forum on therapeutic justice, 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.   
Trinity Episcopal Church Great Hall, Grant and Kirkwood.  

Candidates for Judge, County Council, and County Commissioner will take part. 

 

 
 My Sister’s Closet  

New Leaf-New Life is now able to 

provide vouchers from My Sister’s 

Closet to women who are released 

from jail and seeking employment.  

This organization provides outfits to 

women who are seeking employment 

or have recently gained employment.  

We are pleased to work with this 

organization in order to provide 

another form of help to our women.  
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Voters Registrations 

New Leaf-New-Life registered 

inmates, who were interested, to 

vote.  Inmates also had the 

opportunity to register in the GED 

class.  Inmates are allowed to vote if 

they are not in jail serving a sentence 

for a conviction.  By encouraging 

inmates to exercise their right to 

vote, we are confirming to them that 

they do have a voice in their 

community. 

Jail Volunteer Training 

We had approximately 20 volunteers 

attend the volunteer training 

conducted by the jail.  New Leaf-

New Life appreciates Sergeant 

Crowe, who conducted this event.  

We welcome all of our new 

volunteers and appreciate all of the 

hard work that all off our volunteers 

do on a daily basis.  Our volunteers 

are an essential part of our program. 

Thank you! 

Crafting Bridges 

Crafting Bridges meets once a month 

in the F-Block and provides the men 

with craft activities that they can 

make for their family.  This is an 

important part of keeping family 

connections together while an inmate 

is incarcerated.  The ability to send 

something home to their children or 

other family members helps them 

remind their family that they care. 

                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                   
         
       

 

Shalom Center  

Find New Leaf-New Life at the Shalom Center 

every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. to12:00,  

 

Joe Castle at Work-One 
Joes Castle is hard at work helping released inmates find work.  By 

referring these inmates to Joe, you provide them with individual help 

from someone knowledgeable in the issues that effect those who have a 

criminal record.  Seeking employment after incarceration is one of the 

most challenging issues facing released inmates, and New Leaf is 

pleased to have Joe Castle at Work-One to help them navigate this. 



Opportunity Spotlight 

                                     

 

 

Daughter’s of the King 

New Leaf-New Life would like to 

thank the women’ group, The 

Daughter’s of the King, from Trinity 

Episcopal Church for collecting 

personal care items for the women 

inmates.  These items will be 

distributed during Bingo in the 

women’s block.   

The Daughter’s of the King are also 

in the planning stages of other 

projects such as helping the children 

of the women in jail with Christmas 

gifts. 

The compassion and generosity of the 

Daughter’s of the King is greatly 

appreciated!     

 

 

                                  = 

 

Will we see 7% of Americans born in 

2001 go to prison? 

New Leaf-New Life is currently collecting a list of volunteers who would be interested in becoming mentors for 

recently released inmates.  This program would be coordinated with the Monroe County Probation Department 

and would include a training session conducted by probation.  These recently released inmates participating in 

this program would be referred to New Leaf-New Life by the Monroe County Courts.  This volunteers would be 

matched with released inmates according to interests.  If you are interested in preparing for this future 

opportunity, please contact Debra Morrow at VolunteerNewLeaf@aol.com. 

 

 

Are You a 55+ Volunteer? 

If you are 55 years or older and are a 

volunteer for New Leaf-New Life, do 

not miss the opportunity to be a 

member of RSVP.  This program 

“provides ongoing support, 

recognition, free supplemental 

insurance, and access to a growing 

community of like hearted citizens.”  

For more information contact 

Christine McKenna at 812-935-2514. 

 

New Leaf –New Life thanks 
all of their volunteers for 

another great month of work! 

Interesting fact! 
 
Corrections in the United 
States has seen remarkable 
growth for over the past 
generation.  Growth like this 
has never occurred in the 
United States or anywhere 
else.  If this growth continues, 
there is a risk that almost 7% 
of children who are 7 years 
old today will go to prison at 
some point in their lives! 
 
Source:  Thomas P. Bonczar, 
“Prevalence of Imprisonment in 
the U. S. Population, 1974-2001,”  
BJS Special Report,  August 2003   

Is this the volunteer position for you? 

Do you love poetry?   Are you skilled at yoga?  If you have a 

special talent or interest, please share it with the inmates at the 

Monroe County Correctional Center!  We seek to provide the 

inmates with new ideas and interests so they can find new 

leisure activities to participate in after release.   
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To suggest ideas for this newsletter, please 

contact: 

Debra Morrow 

Volunteer Coordinator 

VolunteerNewLeaf@aol.com 

 

Vid Beldavs, Executive Director 

Tania Karnofsky, Program Director 

Joe Castle, Transition Coordinator 

Martha Voyles, Transition Coordinator 

 

Hal Taylor, President 

David White, Vice President 

Charles Pope, Treasurer/Secretary 

Lib Buck, Marc Haggerty, Jim Hart,  Wain 

Martin, and Charlotte Zietlow, Carle Crawford 

As I sat  in F Block listening to Craig 

Brenner perform for the men, I just 

happened to glance up at one of the 

gentlemen.  I saw a serene look wash over 

the man’s  face, and a small smile begin 

to form.  I couldn’t help but glance up at 

him several times during the performance 

and there was a peacefulness about him as 

he enjoyed the music.   

When the performance was over and the 

men were asking Mr. Brenner questions, 

this gentleman brought up the Hoagy 

Carmichael song , which is wrote on a 

bridge downtown.  After a brief 

discussion about Hoagy and the song, 

“Star Dust”, the gentleman asked Mr. 

Brenner if he knew how to play it.  Of 

course, Craig played the song, to the 

gentleman’s delight. 

Finally, as the men finished thanking and 

shaking hands with Mr. Brenner , the 

gentleman lingered behind in order to talk 

more to “the music man.”  I didn’t really 

hear the conversation because I was  lost 

in my thoughts as I watched them 

together.  My thoughts centered on how 

alike and how different those men were.   

I wondered what situations in life 

contributed to the direction each man 

went.  I wondered if both of those men, as 

they spoke, wondered about the life of the 

other.  I wondered what thoughts would 

go through the inmates’s head  as he 

watched  Mr. Brenner walk out of the cell 

block.  I also wondered how long it would 

take for society to realize that everyone 

has a gift that can be shared and together 

we can change the world! 

                                           Debra 

Have you ever wondered…. 

 

 

New Leaf ~New Life is a non-profit organization that 

assists inmates in the Monroe County Jail during 

incarceration and after release.  We encourage 

personal growth and self-efficacy, helping inmates 

make a successful transition back into the community, 

in accordance with Article 1, Section 18 of the Indiana 

Constitution:   

The penal code shall be founded on the principles of 

reformation and not of vindictive justice. 

P.O. Box 7071 

Bloomington, IN 

47407 

812-349-2890 

Work One  Office 

450 S. Landmark Ave. 

812-331-6000 ext. 223 

New Leaf - New Life 

New Leaf~New Life, Inc. 

We are on the web:  

www.newleaf -

newlife.org  

 


